Runaway Sadi e
By
d aire ol dhush



1. EXT. GRAVEYARD- DAY

We see a funeral director giving a speech to a snal
congregation of teary-eyed nourners sitting in front of a
grave. The funeral director's speech is nuffled in the
background as we zoomin on SADIE, a well-put-together 19
year old girl wth wavy brown hair dressed in all black, not
crying. Just a nunmb | ook on her face. The funeral director's
voi ce cones back into the foreground of the sound.

FUNERAL DI RECTOR
Thank you all for comng. You may now
pay your respects individually if you
woul d | i ke.

As everyone begins to collect thenselves and go up to the
grave or wal k away, we watch Sadie stare at the grave as she
pi cks up her bag and wal ks away.

2. INT SADI E'S CAR- DAY

As she drives in silence, we see the billboards/ads she's
passing. One is for a life insurance conpany and the majority
of the billboard is taken up by the text "Don't wait until
it's too late!"™ Another is for a furniture sale that says
"Time is running out!”

At a stop light, we see Sadie's eyes find the |icense plate
of the car in front of her, which is a grand canyon-thened
pl ate that says "YOLO

3. EXT. SAD E'S HOUSE- DAY

Sadie pulls into the driveway, and sits in her car for a
monment, taking a breath. Then, she gets out of the car and
wal ks up the wal kway and through the front door of the house.

4. | NT. SAD E'S HOUSE- DAY

The house is small but homey. The front door opens right into
a big room which has been purposed as the kitchen/dining room
on one side and the living roomon the other. On the living
room side, we see Sadie's nother, DEB, 55, curly brown hair,

l augh lines, sitting on the couch waiting for her. She gets
up when Sadi e wal ks in.

DEB
Hey, how was it?

SADI E
Shitty.



DEB
Hey!

Sadi e wal ks into the kitchen and begins taking out the
ingredients to make a ham sandwi ch. She handl es every

i ngredi ent roughly. Deb has gotten up fromthe couch and is
standing at the table, behind a chair, watching her. Sadie's
back is to her nother the whole tine.

DEB
You wanna tal k about it?

SADI E
No.

Sadi e begins to assenble her sandwi ch at the kitchen counter.
She drops the butter knife she was using to spread sone
mustard and yells out in nore anger than is necessary for
such an acci dent .

SADI E
Dammi t !

She picks up the knife it was that fell and throws it on the
counter. Her anger turns to sadness and she begins to cry.

DEB
Sadi e. . .

Sadie sits at the table. Deb sits across from her. Deb stares
at Sadie, Sadie stares at the wall.

SADI E
Am | wasting ny tinme?
DEB
What ?
SADI E
My time. Like, on Earth, am | wasting
it?
DEB
Sadie, you're 19.
SADI E
Peopl e die at 19. People die before
19.
DEB

They al so die long after 19.



A nonment .

SADI E
Vell, what if |'mnot one of those
peopl e?

DEB
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?

SADI E
Wiy am | going to school ?...Wy am|
wasti ng noney on community coll ege?

DEB
Sadi e, | thought you wanted a degree.
SADI E
| did...
DEB
Now you don't?
SADI E
Not right now. ..
DEB
...Aright...well, it doesn't have to

be right now That's the great thing
about hi gher education. There is no
timeline.

DEB ( CONT)
So, what do you want to do then?...You
want a job?

SADI E
| want to do sonething fun
DEB
Well, I"msure there are |l ots of jobs
that'll be fun and-
SADI E
No, | don't want a job, | just

want ... Have you ever been to the G and
Canyon?

DEB
Sadi e, please, |'ve never even |eft
Col orado. Your father and | al ways
tal ked about going down there, but-



SADI E
Let's go then.

DEB
... \Wat ?

SADI E
You and ne, let's go to the G and
Canyon.

DEB

Why t he sudden fascination with the
G and Canyon?

SADI E
| don't know, | just...want to go
sonewhere that feels inportant.

DEB
...Aright, well, there's, what, three
weeks left until summer? We can try to
pul | sonething together by then if 1I-

SADI E
No, forget about school. Forget about
work, let's just go now.

Sadi e pulls out her phone and | ooks up directions to the
Grand Canyon from Denver, CO

DEB
Now? | can't, | have to nake | esson
pl ans and-
SADI E
It's only a 10 hour drive!
DEB
Only?
SADI E

We'll split it! I1t'Il be barely a day,
roundtrip, we don't even need to pack
anyt hi ng!

DEB
Sadie, | don't know, | was up al
ni ght thi nki ng about ny students and-

SADI E
Don't worry about your students,



they' |l be fine w thout you. Dad never

t ook you, and probably never will, so
"1l doit.
DEB
Don't tal k bad about your father-
SADI E
Ch ny GOD-
DEB
Sadi e, pl ease!
SADI E
He left us!
DEB

He didn't | eave us! He just
wasn't...ready to start a
famly...that's not what this is
about, you can't just pick up and
| eave like this-

SADI E
Momi That kind of thinking is exactly
why you' ve never left Col orado! Didn't
you ever want to see the worl d?

DEB
O course | wanted to see the world,
Sadi e! | dreaned of backpacki ng

t hrough Europe and swinmng in the
Medi terranean, but life gets in the
way.

SADI E
Li ke getting pregnant when you're 177?
DEB
Hey. ..
SADI E
|"mthe reason your life was ruined,
|'"'mthe reason Dad left, well, let ne

try to fix it now

DEB
Sadie, ny |ife was never ruined,
especially not by you. You' re the best
t hi ng-



SADI E
"The best thing that ever happened to
you," yeah, |'ve heard it before.

DEB

You know your father regrets |eaving
every day of his life. And he's really
trying to be nore involved now

SADI E
Yeah, real convenient timng..

Deb | ooks di sapprovingly at Sadie's snarky remarKk.

SADI E ( CONT)
Well! Now I'mold to enough to do al
the stuff he never did with you! W
can make up for all that lost tinme
starting now

DEB
Sadi e, -

SADI E
Mom if we don't go right now, we
never will. And then I'Il just be
stuck in Denver, like you, until the
day | die...

A nmonment. Death is a touchy subject for Sadie at the nonent.
Deb | ooks into Sadie's eyes and sees how nuch this really
means to her.

DEB
Fi ne-

SADI E
Yes!

Sadi e junps up and starts grabbing random but necessary
itenms: car keys, a jacket, a blanket, etc.

DEB
But this is YOUR trip, YOU RE driving.

Sadi e takes a nonent to | ook at her nother, then goes over
and ki sses her on the cheek.

SADI E
O course, Mnma.



Deb begins to get up

SADI E
And we WLL be getting Cane's.

DEB
Only the best!

5. INT. SAD E' S CAR- DAY

Car nontage. Cips of Sadie and Deb | aughing, singing along
to nusic, at the Cane's drive through, Sadie eating Cane's as
she drives, and Deb sleeping. Sadie is driving the whol e way.
I n between nontage clips, we keep cutting back to the
answering machine at Sadie's house as it keeps receiving
phone calls. W hear sone of the voicenails being left.

PRI NCI PAL JOHNS (ON PHONE)
Hey, Sadie, this is Principal Johns
over at Rutgers Elenentary. | am so
sorry for your loss, we all are.

MRS. VARLEY (ON PHONE)
H this is Ms. Varley fromdown the
street, calling for Sadie. W heard
about what happened and our door is
al ways open for you, sweetheart.

Eventual ly, the car stops. Sadie | ooks out and takes a
breath. She then wakes Deb.

SADI E
Mom . .

She gently shakes Deb's shoul der.

SADI E ( CONT)
Mom we're here.

Deb wakes up and stretches a little.

DEB
Al r eady?

SADI E
Yeah, tine really flies when you spend
t he whol e drive sl eeping, doesn't it?



They start to get out of the car.
DEB
(Playfully, alnpst nmuttering to
hersel f)
Not the WHCLE dri ve.
6. EXT. GRAND CANYON OVERLOOK- SUNSET
They've arrive in time to see a beautiful sunset.

They wal k to the edge of the overl ook.

A nonent as they watch the sunset.

DEB

So, why the Grand Canyon agai n?
SADI E

| don't know, it...it feels |like the

closest | could get to the edge of the
earth. And after this norning..

Deb puts her arm around Sadi e.

DEB
| know. |I'msorry.

SADI E
It's not your fault. But this feels
i ke a good place to...say
goodbye?...|l guess.

They both watch the sunset with tears in their eyes.

SADI E
| love you.

DEB
| know you do. | |ove you too.

The sun conpletely sets.
Sadi e takes a deep breath.

SADI E
Alright! Time to head back

DEB
Sadi e. . .



SADI E
Yep! CGotta get back intime to do sone
homewor k | guess! You were right, | do
want that degree, and I'll have tine
after school to do whatever | want-

DEB
Sadi e!
SADI E
Don't worry, |I'll drive the whol e way,

| don't m nd.
A heavy silence sits between them

Deb has tears in her eyes.

DEB
| think...this is where you | eave ne.
Si | ence.
SADI E
| don't-...
Deb wal ks to Sadi e.
DEB

Sadie. My baby. Thank you so nuch for
bringing nme here. But you know I can't
go back with you. You said it
yourself...this is where you say
goodbye.

Sadie is silent.

DEB ( CONT)
So...you go. And you get that degree.
And then you go out and you see the
whol e entire world, do you hear ne?

Sadie is silent. Deb takes Sadie's head in her hands and
ki sses her on the forehead.

DEB ( CONT)
| love you. More than anythi ng. Make
me proud, okay?

Sadie finally breaks down and gives her nother a desperate
hug. Deb hugs back with the sanme vigor.



10.

SADI E
| love you, Momma.

DEB
| know.

They stay in this hug for a nonent |onger. \Wen they part,
Deb stands in the sanme spot and watches Sadie get in her car
and start to drive away. Before her car is fully out of view,
Deb turns and | ooks out over the canyon agai n. Sadie takes
one last ook in one of her mrrors and sees her nother
seeing the w de open view.

7. INT. SADIE'S CAR- N GHT

A car nontage simlar to and yet entirely different from
before. Again, clips of the answering machine with voicemils
being left are intertwined with clips of Sadie.

First clip we see is Sadie driving while nunbly | ooking
forward. W hear the answering machi ne beep before cutting to
a clip of the answering machi ne.

SADI E' S FATHER ( ON PHONE)
Heya Sades, it's Dad...listen I-1 hope
you're holding up alright... Gme a
cal | okay?

Next, Sadie is starting to tear up. Answering nachi ne.

AUNT CAROL (ON PHONE)
H, Sadie, it's Aunt Carol, listen
knowit's late but | didn't really get
totalk to you after the funeral
today, just let me knowif you're
al right.

Sadie is now pulling over to the side of the highway to break
down scream ng and crying; not a tenper tantrum but not a
pitiful cry either. It's everything she's been trying to not

l et herself feel for quite sonme tine. W stay watching Sadi e
but again hear the beep of the answering machi ne.

MARGARET (ON PHONE)
Sadie, | was so sorry to hear about
your nmom passing. ..

Now a hol |l ow ng echo of voicemail voices overlapping, saying

VO CE 1
Your nbm was so great.
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VA CE 2
Deb al ways brought the biggest smle.

VO CE 3
| worked with her at the school.

VO CE 1
She was so so | oved.

VO CE 3
"Il be here if you ever want to
col |l ect her things from her desk.

VO CE 1
Your nother will be so m ssed.

VA CE 3
" mtaking over her class, not sure
what to tell her students.

At the sane tinme, we see clips fromthe earlier funeral. The
shot of Sadie's nunb expression, the funeral director saying

FUNERAL DI RECTOR
She | eaves behind a daughter, Sadie.

W see the gravestone that says "Deborah Adans”.
The voicenmnil echos die down as we hear one | ast voicennil

SADI E' S FATHER ( ON PHONE)
Sadie, hey, it's Dad again...(sniffles
and then clears throat)...listen
know we don't talk a ot but...l |oved
her too okay? Please call ne back

8. EXT. GRAVEYARD- SUNRI SE

Sadie's car pulls up to the graveyard. She gets out and wal ks
to her nother's stone. She feels her nother's nane with her
hand. She takes a breath. Then, Sadie sits next to her

not her's gravestone and watches the sun with her one | ast
tinme.

9. EXT. SADI E' S HOUSE- DAY

Sadie's car pulls into the driveway of her honme. Simlar to
before, she waits and takes a breath in the car. Acceptance.
She gets out of the car and wal ks into the house.

As she is wal king, we hear the phone ringing. Sadie can hear
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it faintly fromthe outside, but she doesn't rush to answer.
10. I NT. SADI E' S HOUSE- DAY

As she enters the house, we hear Deb and Sadi e's voi cemai
greeting.

DEB ( ON PHONE)
Hey, this is Deb, please |eave-

YOUNG SADI E (ON PHONE)
And Sadi e!

DEB ( ON PHONE)
That's right, and Sadie. Please |eave
us a nessage and we'll get right back
to ya!

Sadi e sm | es.

SADI E' S FATHER ( ON PHONE)
Sadie...l"msorry to call ya so many
times | just...(laughs softly) think
j ust wanna hear that nessage every
time...anyway...| hope you're-

By now, Sadi e has nmade her way to the phone and has answered
it.
SADI E
Dad, hey.

SADI E' S FATHER ( ON PHONE)
... Sadi e! Hey! Were...Were ya been?
How re you doin?

SADI E
|"mgood...| just...took a trip.

SADI E' S FATHER ( ON PHONE)
Yeah?

SADI E
Yeah. . .

SADI E' S FATHER ( ON PHONE)
VWhere to?

SADI E
G and Canyon.



SADI E' S FATHER ( ON PHONE)
Oh, wow...Always wanted to take your
not her there..

Sadi e sm | es.

SADI E
Yeah. .. nme too.

SADI E' S FATHER ( ON PHONE)
So, how re you holdin' up?

SADI E
Better now.

SADI E' S FATHER ( ON PHONE)
Yeah, tinme heals all wounds or
sonething like that...l tell ya no
matter how nmuch warni ng you get, these
t hi ngs never get easier.

Sadi e just |istens.

SADI E' S FATHER ( CONT)

But you know, she lived a full life,
even if it was a little
short...Cancer's a bitch, | tell ya.

Sadi e | aughs softly.

SADI E
.l mss her, Dad.

SADI E' S FATHER ( ON PHONE)
| know you do, | do too...Tell ne nore
about this trip though.

Sadi e | aughs.

SADI E' S FATHER ( ON PHONE)
You been plannin' this, or-

SADI E
No, no, | just, | just really needed a
change of scenery.

SADI E' S FATHER ( ON PHONE)
Change of scenery, yeah. | tell ya,
when your nmom and | were younger, we'd
drive off for a change of scenery al
the tinme-

13.
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Begin to fade out and play end credit mnusic, sonething happy!

SADI E' S FATHER ( CONT)
Never anywhere too far, had to have
her honme by m dni ght, but we'd go to
t he nountai ns and watch the sunsets
and. . .

Fade to bl ack.



